[K] But R. Aqiba kept them back at Lud. 
[L] Rabban Gamaliel sent to him [saying], “If you keep back the people, 
you will turn out to make them err in the future.” 


[I:1 A] What is the meaning of the language, Whether [the new moon] 
appeared clearly or did not appear clearly? 


[B] It means, “exposed,” as in the usage, “as purified silver is exposed to 
the earth, refined seven times” (Ps. 12:7). 


[II:1 A] M’SH S: More than forty pairs [of witnesses] passed [on their way 
to Jerusalem]. But R. Aqiba kept them back at Lud, because they 
were more than forty pair. 


[B] But if it were a single pair, he would not have held them back. 


[C] Rabban Gamaliel sent to him [saying], “If you keep back the 
people, you will turn out to make them err in the future. 


[D] “Then you will keep many from performing a religious duty , and one 
who keeps many from doing a religious duty is subject to a ban.” 


[E] Said R. Judah the baker, “God forbid, R. Aqiba was not put under a 
ban. It was Zekher, the head of Geder, and Gamaliel sent and removed 
him from office.” 


1:6 
[A] A father and his son who saw the new moon should go [to give 


testimony]. 


[B] It is not that they join together with one another [to provide adequate 
testimony], 

[C] but so that, if one of them should turn out to be invalid [as a witness], 
the other may join with someone else [to make up the requisite 
number of witnesses]. 

[D] R. Simeon says, “A father and his son, and all relatives, are valid to 
give testimony about the new moon.” 

[E] Said R. Yosé, “M’SH B: Tobiah, the physician, saw the new moon in 
Jerusalem- he, his son, and his freed slave. 

[F] “And the priests accepted him and his son [as witnesses to the new 
moon], but they invalidated the testimony of his slave. 

[G] “But when they came before the court, they accepted his [testimony] 
and that of his slave, but they invalidated that of his son.” 


{1:1 A] What is the evidence in behalf of the position of R. Simeon? 


